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Thalwitz To Succeed Hopper As Chairman of CGIAR 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Wilfried P. Thalwitz, World Bank Vice President for 
Europe, Middle East and North Africa Region, will be the new Chairman of the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 
Thalwitz, a 57-year-old German, will succeed W. David Hopper, Senior Vice 
President for Policy, Planning and Research, who is retiring from the bank in 
March 1990. Hopper assumed the CGIAR chairmanship in June 1987. 
Thalwitz will be the CGIAR's fifth chairman since its founding in 197:. 
The endorsement of Thalwitz came this week during the Consultative Group's annual 
International Centers Week meeting here at the headquarters of the International 
Monetary Fund. 
During the meeting donors pledged $240 million for CGIAR research in 1990. 
This amount represents a 6 percent increase over 1989. However, due to a record 
$276 million 1990 budget, the system will likely experience a $35 million 
shortfall. As a result, Hopper established three committees to examine the 
immediate and long-range financial needs and budgeting process of the system -- 
including one to resolve the $35 million gap between the CGIAR budget request 
and donor support for 1990. 
Hopper also announced the Group's decision to establish a vegetable 
research network in Africa in cooperation with SADCC (Southern African 
Development Coordination Conference). The network will begin working initially 
in southern Africa, including the countries of Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
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Plans call for a regional workshop in 1990 to set a vegetable research 
agenda, and to prepare a five-year Twork program and a lo-year strategic plan for 
the improvement of tropical vegetable production. Final program approval by 
the CGIAR and SADCC is required. 
Hopper said vitamin-rich vegetables are a neglected commodity where 
considerable impact could be made in the next few years. They fit into a variety 
of African cropping systems, can generate high income for small farmers, and are 
in high demand in urban areas. 
The new program will become operational in 1991. It will have an 
anticipated five-year budget of about $10 million. 
In other business, Hopper reported that the CGIAR will receive final 
recommendations from its Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on the expansion of 
the 18-year-old system during its annual Washington meeting here in 1990. 
TAC is currently reviewing the work of 10 international research centers 
outside the CGIAR system to determine if their research and goals might be merged 
with existing CGIAR programs. Hopper also noted that TAC is gathering data in 
order to make recommendations to thle CGIAR on forestry research. The CGIAR has 
added forestry to its mandate in an effort to stem worldwide degradation of 
forests, notably in the humid tropics. 
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